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much; but Dr. Pavy prefers the well-worn strategy of
covering his retreat from a, false position by bringing for-
ward a new charge. Let us see what this amounts to.
A fair proportion of the candidates at the University of

London have passed in physiology. Consequently (according
to Dr. Pavy) the physiological teaching of a great many of
the London schools cannot be defective; and, as a further
consequence, 

11 Professor Huxley’s outcry was framed for
the sensational delectation of his audience at University
College."

I imagine that if Dr. Pavy had ever had the opportunity
of becoming practically acquainted with the business of a
University examiner, he would hardly have committed him-
self to such a singular argumentation as this. To any
person who is obliged to feel the responsibilities of that
position, the first problem which presents itself is, How am
I to reconcile mv duty towards the science which I repre-
sent with my duty towards the candidates? How can I
frame my questions so as, on the one hand, to obtain evi-
dence that the student has worked fairly, and knows what
he has been taught; and, on the other hand, to avoid ask-
ing him for knowledge which he does not possess, not by
any fault of his own, but because he has no means of get-
ting it? Every just and considerate examiner solves the
problem which thus presents itself in the same way. He
fixes his standard at that point of the practically attainable
which comes nearest to his ideal of excellence. If he is a
wise man, he does not grumble at any moderate distance
between the two; but when the interval is outrageously
great, he takes the earliest convenient opportunity of raising
just such an " outcry " as I made at University College.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
Athenaeum Club, July 13th, 1870. T. H. HUXLEY.

 This controversy must now terminate.-ED. L.
T. H. HUXLEY.

CHLORAL HYDRATE IN PUERPERAL
CONVULSIONS.

To the Editor of THE LANCET,

SIR,-Not having noticed any cases reported in which
chloral hydrate had been given in puerperal convulsions, I
send you the following one, in which the drug seemed to
have a beneficial effect, in the hope that it may interest

your readers.
On May 20th, at 2 A.M., I was called by the midwife to

see E. S-, aged fifteen years and a half, who had been
in labour about eight hours, and had progressed satis-
factorily till a few minutes before she called me, when, the
head having begun to press well on the perineum, the girl
went off into puerperal convulsions. When I saw her the
fits were not very powerful, but frequent; she was quite
sensible during the intervals. I ordered her at once some
calomel, a strong mustard plaster to her neck, and a tur-
pentine enema. I saw her again at 6 A.M. ; the fits were
now much more severe and frequent, she had no pains, and
the head was not advanced. At 8 A.M. the fits were almost
continuous; she was totally unconscious and very much
exhausted. I then delivered her with the forceps of a dead
and partly decomposed child. The fits from then till 12 P.M
increased in severity and frequency ; her pupils were dilatecl
and hardly acted at all. She had a feeble pulse of 100. I

gave her half a drachm of chloral hydrate immediately,
and ordered the dose to be repeated in two hours if the fits
continued. I saw her again at 2 P.M. The nurse informed
me that she had had only one fit since my last visit; her
breathing was quiet, the pupils were normal and acting,
reflex action had returned; she had a pulse of 108, still
feeble; there was a very offensive discharge. I ordered I
her carbolic acid injection. At 8.15 P.M. her pulse was 120; I
she had no more fits, her breathing was quiet, the pupils
were normal, and consciousness was returning. She knew the
midwife, and complained of pain. At 11 P.M. her pulse was
a little less frequent; she was in a fitful sleep, tossing
about the bed a good deal and with occasional twitching.
I ordered her the second half-drachm of chloral hydrate.
May 21st.-9 A.M. : She had a quiet sleep for six hours

after taking the draught, but then became restless, &c., as

on my previous visit. Pulse 120 ; conscious, and no parti-
cular pain. I ordered her to take ten grains of chloral
hydrate every four hours, in a mixture, with small doses of

digitalis, hyoscyamus, and bicarbonate of potash.-6 P.M. :.

Pulse 120; had slept well, was quite sensible, had taken
pretty well of beef-tea and milk.
22nd.-Pulse 120; complained of great pain in her head;

hot dry skin, loaded tongue; quite sensible, but nervous and
excited, and still taking milk and beef-tea. I ordered her
to take half an ounce of castor oil at once, and saline mix-
ture every four hours.
23rd.-Pulse 110; had a good night; skin still hot and

dry, tongue cleaning, pain in the head much less, still rest-
less and excited; fancies her child is in bed with her; 9
pupils dilated; no pain.
24th.-Pulse 120. She seemed a little excited at my

visit. Had slept well; slight pain in her head, bowels regu-
lar, lochia natural, tongue cleaning, skin moist, delusions
gone; taking her milk and beef-tea. Ordered two eggs
daily.
25th and 26th.-Still improving. Her pulse has gone

down ; she is very weak ; secretions normal.
From this time the patient has been doing well, and is

now fairly convalescent. There is no family or previous
history of epilepsy.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
R. DACRE Fox,

llanchester New Workhouse, June, 1S70. Resident .Medical Officer.
R. DACRE Fox,

Resident Medical Officer.

THE ORIGIN OF LIFE.
To the Editor 0/THE LANCET.

SIR,-In the leading article in last week’s LANCET, in.
which you do me the honour of referring to my views and
investigations as detailed in a paper now appearing in
Nature, there is one slight inaccuracy, which I am anxious
to correct. You say I have found living things in certain
solutions when they have been submitted to conditions
which are generally admitted to be destructive " to the
vitality of all known germs," and then you add "not in

organic fluids only, but in saline solutions, and in saline’
solutions containing no carbon, and in which that element has
been replaced by silicon." Now with reference to the words
in italics and those which follow I am anxious to state that,,
although some of my experiments have induced me to think
that this may be true, I have, as yet, formed no decided
opinion upon the subject. I am waiting till I can learn
the results of other experiments which have been initiated.
with the view of throwing light upon this part of the ques-
tion, and therefore have not alluded in the paper now-

appearing in Nature to the possibility of the production of’
organisms without carbon.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
H. CHARLTON BASTIAN, M.D.

Queen Anne-street, W., July llth, 1870.
H. CHARLTON BASTIAN, M.D.

THE INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE.
To the Editon of THE LANCET.

SIR,-I saw in your last issue some remarks anent the-
hardship of those who had prepared themselves for the

examinations for the Indian Medical Services, from the
announcement that no competition for commissions would
this year be held.

If we are to believe rumours most authoritatively asserted
by Indian papers, and for which, from what one hears in
this country, there seems, alas, too good a foundation, the
reason why no competition for Indian medical appoint-
ments takes place this year, is simply that the Indian Medical
Service is doooaed.

Amongst other things it is coolly suggested to shelve all
men of fifty; not long ago it was fifty-five. Before this
last suggestion is carried out I dare say the Government, to
please the Horse Guards, and " do" the Indian doctors
and get rid of them, will not mind making it forty-five ! !
Within the last ten or twelve years the medical boards
have been abolished; the deputy inspector-generalships
reduced 50 per cent. ; the medical funds (the best institu-
tions of the sort that ever existed) done away with; and
now the skeleton of the poor old service-its muscles,
nerves, and sinews being wasted-is about to be swallowed
whole by this omnivorous, never-satiated liberal Govern-
ment.


